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Did you know that on a clear night, a candle on a hill 
can be seen 43 miles away! I love this fact, it has 
really stuck with me.  Rhian on our staff team 
shared it as part of devotional time she was leading 
on the above passage in Matthew 5 at one of our 
staff days last year.

As I think of a little flickering candle on a hill I think 
of the hundreds of Christian students and chaplains 
we support around the country.  Many of them I 
know feel just like a candle on a hill.  Maybe they are 
the only Christian they know of in their college or 
6th form.  The darkness, emptiness and brokenness 
that they see around them in the lives of their 
friends and class mates is overwhelming.  Their faith 
and their witness feels so fragile, so insignificant, 
so tiny compared with all that darkness.  Yet, Jesus 
the light of the world is in them and he can shine out 
of them. This light is more visible and more power-
ful than they often realise.  Like a candle on a hill top 
seen for miles around!

In some colleges these candles come together to 
form a small bonfire.  Students meeting together, 
praying together and doing mission together in their 
college.  Chaplains working with Christian staff and 
students to share Jesus.  A fire that burns and 
grows and shines even brighter.  Its warmth and 
beauty draw others in to explore, to ask questions 
to find hope.

Where does Festive fit into this metaphor?  Well, I 
hope that we in some ways help fuel and stoke 
these fires.  As we produce resources and ideas to 
equip CU’s and mission events, as we seek to inspire 
evangelism through blogs and articles, as we send 
out free tracts, books and gospels, as we support 
and encourage students through regular emails and 
texts and as we facilitate prayer we are fuelling and 
we are stoking.  Through all our work we aim to 

encourage and inspire Christians students to put 
their light out on a stand and not to hide it under a 
basket.  We remain convinced that the best way to 
see the gospel reach the thousands of students in 
colleges who don’t know Jesus is to encourage the 
Christian students to let their light shine!  

If you are reading this it’s most likely because in 
some way you are interested in our work and/or are 
a supporter of what we do.  Thank you for your 
interest, for your support, for your prayers.  You are 
helping fuel these fires across the country!  This last 
year has been amazing as you will see below.  The 
upcoming year for Festive could be a challenging 
one. By the Summer we may have lost 40% of our 
regular income due to the end of some generous 
grant funding.  We are praying that some of this 
funding will be renewed and we are trusting that 
God will provide.  Please join us in praying for this.  

Whatever happens though, we will keep working 
and keep serving students and chaplains across the 
country to help them keep the fire burning!

‘You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 
cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and 
put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives 
light to all in the house. In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven’.

Matthew 5: 14-16

Keeping the fire burning
Pete



2018 IN NUMBERS

We have extended our work into 
Northern Ireland!  Pete, our 
director, visited in September 
and connected with Christian 
students and chaplains in various 
parts of the country.  We are 
now emailing and supporting 
students and helping develop 
chaplaincy work over there.

1 new country
We have recruited 4 new student 
support workers to our team this 

year making 8 SSWs now in total.  
Rosie, Luka, Anna and Jess all 

finished year 13 in June and were 
supported by us during their time 

at college. They have now been 
trained up as SSWs and from 
September have been writing 

to and praying regularly for 
students across the country.

4 new SSWs 

This is the most popular page on 
our website where students and 
CU’s can download and use over 
50 different resources for free!

3126 views of our resources
page on our website 

This is how many times the 
various different pages on our 
website have been viewed this 

last year!

page views
on our website  

This last year we launched our 
YouTube channel.  We currently have 
6 videos uploaded of students sharing 
their story of how they live out  and 
share their faith in college.  We have 
many more videos in the pipeline for 
2019!  

This is a new service we launched just a 
few months ago after feedback from 
some CU’s that they struggle to find 
the time or skills to advertise mission 
events or their meetings well.  Students 
can now order customised 
posters through our website 
for free that Dan (our 
design guy) produces and 
sends on.

6 YouTube videos 10 posters designed for CU’s 

This is number of individuals who have 
accessed our site over the last year.  This 
number does not include repeat visits!

3710 unique visitors
to our website  

We are constantly 
developing new resources 
and articles to inspire and 
equip students, CUs and 
chaplains.  This last year 
we have redeveloped 
some of our old 
resources as well as 
launching some brand 
new content.  Some 
highlights include 
‘Fruitfulness on the 
Frontline’, the ‘Perfect 
gift’ Christmas 
evangelistic tract and 
social media pack and our 
‘Stressed’ outreach pack 
for exam time

17 resources and
articles launched 

FestiveUK

156 likes
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In the summer we launched our 
Instagram page.  Instagram is a social 
media platform particularly popular 
amongst the age group we work with 
and through it we are now able to 
engage regularly 
with a large 
number of 
students to 
inspire, equip 
and support.

156 Instagram followers 

The number of students that we 
support, email personally and pray for 
has grown again this year.  Up from 
345 in 2017 to 398 in 2018!

398 student contacts 

Over 2000 personal emails sent to 
student contacts – Our team of 8 
SSWs and our staff team have 
specific students they are assigned to 
pray for, support and email over the 
year. 

tracts, gospels and books given away 
Most of our resources these days are 

downloaded from our website but 
we still have some gospels, 

tracts and books that we post 
out for free or give away at 
events to resource mission 

activities in colleges.  
Over the last year we 
have posted out over 

75 orders!

2000+ Emails 

2000+ 16,200
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Every Wednesday @ 12.30pm - Room 7a

Contact: cu@college.ac.uk for more information

COLLEGE CU
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Every Monday @ 12.10pm - Room 13

Contact: 72934@student.varndean.ac.uk or

 71559@student.vardean.ac.uk for more information 

Everybody and anybody welome - free food provided



QUOTES
This last year we received hundreds of emails and texts from students in colleges 
across the country asking for prayer, advice and support.  Some of these student 
are involved in running CU’s or doing mission and need support and advice with 

this.  Others just want to share Jesus with their friends and need encouragement 
in this area.  Many share openly and honestly about how hard it can be to live out 
their faith in college.  We also get many requests to pray for friends and family 

members who are ill or struggling.

Most messages and emails we get sent we couldn’t reprint here.   We have found 
some quotes though from some emails and texts we have received that we feel 

we can share and that will hopefully give you a flavour of how valuable this part of 
our work really is.

“Thanks for your emails 
and prayer for our CU. 
The Festive resources 
are wonderful and a 
total life-saver when I 
don't have much time to 
prepare, so thank you! 
We're currently working 
our way through the 
'Fruitfulness of the 
Frontline' series.”
Imogen

“Your email has made 
my day!”
Klara 

“I still find it hard to 
share my faith with my 
friends as I never know 
what to say or scared if 
they’ll judge me, so 
prayer that I can be 
more bold and be 
courageous when 
talking about my faith 
would be great!“
Martha

“It can be daunting to 
go into a place that can 
be very anti Jesus or 
maybe not even that, 
just not much Christian 
influence and then they 
feel as if they are 
different and it can be 
hard to be ok standing 
out of the crowd.“
Lara

“Thank you again so 
much for your emails, 
hearing from you this 
past year has been 
really encouraging and 
thank you so much for 
your prayers!”
Amy 

 “Thank you for getting 
in touch.  I am very 
grateful for the festive 
resources and we use 
them a lot in our 
sessions.”
Lorna - chaplain



*Some names have been changed for confidentiality 

“…thank you all so, so 
much for your prayers. I 
hope you are delighted 
to see how God has 
used this little seed to 
not only bring 
Christians out into the 
open, but also bring 
non-Christians into the 
path of His good news.” 
Lucy

“ I've invited 3 people to 
my church Carol service 
on Sunday and they've 
said they'll come. 
They're not Christians 
but want to come along. 
It's exciting, but scary 
because I only just 
joined the school so 
don't know them very 
well at all. All in God's 
hands now! Thank you 
again for your prayers”
Stephen

“Honestly I’m so excited 
for what God is going 
to do this year through 
us and thank you so so 
much for praying it has 
made the biggest 
impact ever so 
grateful!!” 
Thea

“Thank you for the 
Gospel of Marks. CU 
has had one session 
already with another 
today and some 
powerful and amazing 
stuff happened last 
week and being 
expectant of God again 
today. Ongoing prayers 
for us are much 
appreciated.”
Sarah

“I intend to use some of 
the resources that 
Festive provide this 
year with my group. 
Thank you for your 
continued support and 
prayers, I really 
appreciate it!”
Polly

“Thank you for this 
email, it’s really cool to 
know you’re praying for 
me and I’m very 
thankful for the Festive 
organisation.”
Oliver



FINANCE

These figures have been taken from the accounts for the year ending 31st August 2018. At the 
time of print, the full UK accounts are in the process of being audited. If you would like a copy 

once this has been completed, please contact us.

INCOME EXPENDITURE

Individuals & Churches £ 29,210.50

Trusts & Other Organisations £ 40,679.03

External Wage Provision £ 746.16

SMP £ -

Gift Aid £ 5,284.75

Total £ 75,920.44

Staff Wages & Expenses £ 63,328.67

External Wages & Contractual Work £ 853.60

Website & Events £ 1,287.88

Insurance £ 740.44

Other £ 2,026.84

Total £ 68,237.43

PARTNERSHIPS
In the last year we have collaborated with some fantastic organisations 

including…

Festive is a Registered Charity No. 1123966

www.festive.org.uk

/FestiveUK
@FestiveUK

16 Crugan Avenue
Kinmel Bay
RHYL LL18 5DG
Telephone: 07553 884959


