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For the past two years the premises at St Martin’s URC have been used on weekdays and 
evenings by the Community Learning Partnership (CLP), an adult education charity funded by 
Hertfordshire Adult and Community Learning. The Partnership’s Director, Elizabeth Borg 
describes her work as follows: 
 
“Statistically, South Oxhey is one of the most disadvantaged areas in Hertfordshire but at CLP 
we see it as an area of untapped potential because the adults and families we support, many 
of whom have had negative experiences of formal education for a variety of reasons, are 
hugely talented and creative. The most important part of our work is to help local people 
overcome barriers to learning by engaging them on innovative projects, giving them the skills, 
confidence and opportunities that will empower them to lead more fulfilling lives.  These 
include English and maths, but we theme our courses – perhaps to Dr Who, or a popular book 
or movie - to make them as appealing as possible. Learning how to use adjectives to make 
writing more powerful is great fun when you've made a model alien with your dad, and you're 
using a thesaurus to find as many scary synonyms as you possibly can to describe it!   
 
Family maths and English courses really help adults with their own skills, but also enable 
parents to support their children so that they can succeed at school and develop a thirst for 
learning.  In this way, we support families to break trans-generational cycles of 
underachievement and worklessness. 
 
Action research we undertook with government funding also uncovered the role that arts and 
crafts have in engaging non-traditional learners.  The courses we run are perceived as being 
non-threatening and enjoyable, and both adults and children welcome the opportunity to be 
creative. Many of the people we teach on these courses grow in confidence and self-identify 
skills they need to acquire in order to move on with their lives. However, arts and crafts 
provision also addresses cross-cutting themes such as social isolation and depression, 
enabling people to come together with shared interests and form new friendships.  In 
partnership with St Martin's, we transformed the lounge area into what is now known as The 
Heavenly Arts and Crafts Cafe.  Essentially, this is a non-traditional learning environment 
styled to look like a vintage tea room.  It is here that we meet on Tuesday mornings for coffee 
and crafts; on Wednesday evenings for crochet and for lots of other courses including felt-
making; digital textiles and embroidery. 
 
We have found a new lease of life here, and it's lovely to witness St Martin's becoming a hub 
of learning, creativity and fun within South Oxhey.  It's increasingly becoming filled with chatter 
and laughter as local residents come together with a shared sense of purpose, and it's a real 
joy and privilege to see the building being used and valued in this way.” 


