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Being a chaplain in a local 
college is stimulating and 

challenging, and a lot of fun! The 
college may call on the chaplain when 
a student is distressed or if there is a 
death or other major life event, and 
chaplains are expected to run activities 
with a religious flavour as part of the 
life of the college. 

As a Christian chaplain I spend most 
of my time hanging out with students 
when they are not in class, befriending 
them and hearing what is going on in their lives. There are frequent opportunities to talk 
about eternal truths, and to offer to pray for someone. Often it is possible to support other 
Christians in the college by helping to run a Christian Union (CU), and other groups as well. 

Colleges are required by OFSTED to show how they are meeting the Social, Moral,  
Spiritual and Cultural needs of their students (SMSC), but frequently lack the knowledge 
or the resources to do so and are open to offers of help from churches and other external 
bodies. 

Cathy Williams, Chaplain & Festive Staff Worker

Over the last few months, FCG have been working with Festive to grow and strengthen 
ways of supporting chaplains from the FCG member churches to get involved in this vital 
work. You can read more about Festive at: https://www.festive.org.uk/home 

You can read more about the work that FCG have been doing to strengthen and value 
the work of FE chaplains here: https://www.freechurches.org.uk/further-education 

What could your church do? Are there ways you could get involved to support your 
college pastorally and practically? 

Do you have a calling to work in a local college as part of chaplaincy team? You can read 
more about the Free Church perspective on chaplaincy here:

https://www.freechurches.org.uk/news/2018/4/24/chaplaincy-in-fe-a-neglected-
opportunity?rq=chaplaincy

and check out the Chaplaincy Central resources here:

http://www.chaplaincycentral.co.uk/churches/Establishing-a-chaplaincy


